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Baneza Orense and Vigo road. The light brigade had separated off on 3 ist December at Bonillas. It was not till five days afterwards that Moore at Las Herrerias received the report of the engineers, and decided at once to move on Corunna.
Therefore, though then Moore had no choice in the matter, not being able to recall Crauford, I am not convinced that Moore regretted the additional facilities of embarkation given by the two ports, and certainly the charge which has been made elsewhere, that he did not decide the question before he had received the reports, is a comic one. The point which appears to be constantly forgotten in all these comments is the extreme brevity of the whole campaign. From the time that Moore received the command to the day of his death was barely over three months. During that time he had mobilised an army that had no field organisation at all, had, despite all his money difficulties, purchased all his field equipment, and had marched from Lisbon to Salamanca, from Salamanca to Sahagun, and from Sahagun to Corunna; incidentally, on the way, utterly upsetting all the schemes of the mightiest potentate of the day, and saving Spain from utter destruction. During that time there was little enough to spare to get the elaborate reports of engineers on a difficult district and three harbours, and there was none to wait for them. I know no other point of the actual campaign in which Napier, political passion apart, is not strictly correct.
Napier's description of the battle of Corunna is too good to be superseded, but in one respect it requires to be supplemented. Apparently he did not know at the time the facts which he has mentioned in his brother's life. It is Sir Charles Napier who thus records howflanking column on thee rearguard actions of the march are' well worthy of a soldier's study, but I have not space among the ample matter of Moore's biography to do
